
A study of basic One-Point Perspective & Space 



Renaissance artists and architects discovered 
the rules of perspective and used them in their 

drawings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you were to take a ruler and line it up with 
the lines on the floor of this drawing, you 

would find that ALL of the lines would 
eventually merge at the same point, called  
the vanishing point, somewhere off in the 

horizon. The point where they all meet is on a 
line called the horizon line. 

Horizon line 
Vanishing point 
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The lines of this road meet at a vanishing point on the horizon line.  
 

Things that are near us are larger, and at the bottom of the page. This way they look 
closer to the viewer. 

Things that are far away are smaller, and near the horizon line. This way they look far 
away from the viewer.  

 



When painting a landscape or cityscape, use space to show depth. We use the 
principles of design to establish a foreground, middle ground, and background for 

our painting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foreground = elements in the front/closest to you are at the bottom of the page. 
Middle Ground = mid-way to the horizon line (higher up the page). 

Background = very near the horizon line and farther away from you.  
 



“Arab City” by Wassily Kandinsky 
1905 

The buildings are smaller in the 
background, so they  appear far 
away. 
 
The buildings in the middle 
ground are larger, so they 
appear closer to the viewer. 
 
 
This person in the middle 
ground is smaller than the large 
figure in the foreground. This 
way the larger figure appears 
closer to the viewer. The 
smaller figure looks farther 
away.  

Foreground/ Middle Ground/ Background 



“Autumn in Bavaria” by Wassily Kandinsky 
 1908 

Notice how the artist used perspective and space to show that the road leads off into the 
distance, toward a town. The trees appear larger than the buildings in the background, 

because they are closest to us, in the foreground.  
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